Substitution Searches for Ramd Rewrite
From Chagters & and 9 in Final Edit, The Final Hours of Your Draft

This page contains many of the Fimal Edit substitution word lists, Ekminate the terms

you know that you never use, so that you do not waste time scarching for them.

A. Disable "Use wildcards” and switch from Replace mode 1o Find mode
(use the tabs at the top of the window, if available)

B.  Find what: [terms from the current list (Flab, Boring, Redundancies, eic.)
Replace with: [empty] This field will not be visible in Find mode.

C. Selectively search: Press Cmd+G (Apple) or Ctri+Alt+Y (Win-
dows) and revise as required: th

n, repeat.
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actually exactly practically sort of *
almost fal pretty * successive
almost like * finally quite then
already here rather there
always highly really truly
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basically knew * sim e very
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looks, looks like, loo
looking like, looking as

sound, sounded like, sounded i
sounds, sounds like, sounds as if, so0

Verbs of Initiation

begin, began, beginning to
start, started, starting c:i.
commende, commen commmtmg
stood to, stood and
turned to, turned and
Worstof the  wppeared seemed
Worst (2) ppears scemingly
In a rush? This list combines  heard seems to
the worst words from the  looked started
Verbs of Awareness and  realized tasted
Verbs of Initiation lists. saw thought
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Final Edit Quick Reference (Word Edition) — Copyright © Chris Yavelow 2012

So you've finished your book. Now what?

What if you could finish your final edit in hours instead of weeks?
What if you could automate most of the process?
What if you could do it yourself?

You can do all this and more with a little-known feature in Word called “wildcard”
searches. The 50 searches detailed in Final Edit, The Final Hours of Your Final Draft,
many of which are summarized here, use Word's powerful “wildcard” search options
to scavenge your draft for thousands of errors, and fix many of them automatically.

This Quick Reference is designed to be used in conjunction with the first book in the

Rather than attempting to discern hun-
dreds of categories of mistakes with every
next word you read, Final Edit’s approach
focuses on a single type of error until
every instance of that error has been re-
solved. Because Final Edit’s searches take
you from one error to the next error of
the same type, ignoring the material in
between, you will drop into your draft
only where there are problems that need
to be fixed. This prevents you from being
distracted by your own narrative, a state
of affairs that slows editing to a crawl.

Science of Writing book series: Final Edit, The Final Hours of Your Final Draft.

Quick Reference for Word

Equipped with the results from twelve
years of data-mining bestsellers, the author
provides hard and fast rules for edit decisions
that might otherwise force you to stop in
your tracks while the clock is ticking.

Integrating proven techniques used
by bestselling authors into one’s own
writing and editing is the foundation of
all books in the Science of Writing Book
Series. Each book in the series offers a
new way for you to apply the author’s
ongoing research into what makes a
bestseller.
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Primary Searches

From Chapters 4 thru 10 of Final Edit, The Final Hours of Your Final Draft

A list of all searches in the text, mast with search terms. Space prohibis detailing
all searches in the book. Wildcards are enabled unless ceherwise noted.

11a) Global Straight to Curly Quotes Replacement (Normal)

Eind Witat Beplace With
single or double straight quote same (snable SuocoTect)

11b) Global or Selective Restoration of Inches and/or Feet

Key to Search Box Colors
Global Selective Gobal or Find Mode Eind Wiat Replage With
Searches Cmd-G (Mac) Selective (nml’i‘dd ([O-8)('N*[0-9])() \14039\3%034
(Replace All) | | Ctrl-Al-Y (Win) | | Replacements is )
12a, b, ¢) Global Multi-Stage Em Dash Replacement
. 13a, b, ¢) Global Multi-Stage Ellipsis Replacement
Chapt“ 4: 5 14a) Global En Dash Replacement (Numeric Ranges)
13, b) Global D
Lind What Keplace With
Eind Winat ([0-8])(-NI0-9]) \1-\3
space+ or 1A=\3
— 14b) Global En Dash Replacement (Negative Numbers)
2) Global o
Lind Wihat Keplace Witk
Find Wit (*32“-)(!0-9, \-A3
Mg or (i bsts) ([A13432))(-NI0-9]) or\1A=\3
3) Global 3.“:? al En Dash chlﬂcemel“ ([)ly!ﬁ of The w&t)
4a, b) Global Space Keplace Witk
\1-\3
or\1A=\3
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15d) Selective 3-Step Quolt Punctuat

Chapter 6: Dealing with D
Said (The 80-20 rule and the 25-75 rule)

Dt mining bestsellers reveals that 80% or more of your attributi
should use the verbs “said” or “asked” "Said” is invisible to readers and
“asked” usually shares that characteristic. The other 20% of attributions
should be distributed among words that can truly refer to human speech!
In ather words, nol “she grinned” ar “she grimaced” in place of "she said”
because grinning and grimaci.nﬁamno( produce human words.

Use “said” more than all the other attributions combined: at beast
Iwice as offen as “asked” (2.33/1 is a good ratio). Acceplable attributions
tollow in order of preference by frequency of usage by bestselling authors.

NORMAL (80%): said. asked

EXOTIC (20%): insisted, shouted, answered, whispered, gasped,

explained, demanded, cried, responded, lied, observed, murmured,

stuttered. mumbled, snarded, screamed, protested. muttered, hissed,

velled, replied. groaned. begped, added, declared, confessed, railed,
pleaded, conceded. whined, pointed out. and “signed”

Omly 25% of your dialogue blocks should require attributions, In this

semse, the term “diadogue blocks™ represents any number of dialogue sen-

tonces spoken by the same character, as litthe as one. or as many as you like

16} Selective Capitalized “Said” Inspection and Repair
17) Selective "Said” with Missing Quaetation Mark (Precautionary)

Power Position
36) Targeting Chapter Endings for Power Position Effect

Lind What Keplace Witk
(AL, A 32)(said) N3

18a, b} Global or Selective “Said” with Character Name
19} Global “Said She” and “Said He”" Transposition

20) Selective “Said” with Articles and Possessives Repair

Asked and Thought
214, b) Global or Selective “Asked” with Character Name

Dialogue Proportions

22a, b, ¢) Dialogue Proportion Analysis

Alternate Dialogue Verbs

234, b, ¢) Multi-Step Non-"Said” Dialogue Verb Replacements

Additional Dialogue Details
24) Selective Multi-Paragraph Dialogue Check
25) Selective Attributions Opening Paragraphs Revision

Lnd What - (M3NCharMamel*32)(<[sa)(as](ke}(1,2}d>), )
or fpronouns) (*13)ISHhe}(2,3))(* 32)(<[sa][as][ke}(1,2d>), *)

26) Selective Proper Use of Em Dashes & Ellipses in Dialogue Check
27) Selective Dialogue Attribution Adverbs Check

28) Selective Dialogue with Present Participles Check

29) Selective Interior Monologue Check

Chapter 7: Down for the Count
Searching to Count Occurrences (to analyze proportions)

R: Search and Rapid Rewrite
agraph Starters is/was/were/seemed (There and It)

132} wearsi]2,4)

e and She)

hjectionable Paragraph Starters (co

EasdWhar *mor*b or “p*pChapter *? o “p*m

ar fwith widcards] 12 or  *13*13Chapter*32[A-Z0-9)
37) Targeting Section (Chunk) Endings

Lind Wihat  *p*p or  “ptp*™* or  *p*m

or fwith widcards) 21313 or M3*M3[\'] or A13MM3vV\y
Showing vs. Telling

38) Targeting Verbs of Awareness [next page]

39a) Targeting Verbs of [nitiation [next page]
39b) Targeting Distancing Constructions (fad kad; is is; that that)

Chapter 9: Substitution Searches

40a, b) Optional “Worst of the Worst” Words and Phrases [next page]
41) Trim Flab Phrases [next page]

42a) Vanquish Vague Words [next page]

42b) Conquer Ambiguous Contractions [see word list in book]

43) Remove Redundancies [next page]

44) Banish the Boring [next page]

45) Plunder Plague Words [see word list in book]

Chapter 10: Advanced Searches

46) Target Nominalizations

Lind Wiar  ([a-2]ing)([*32,,"~...\?\I])
47) Target Adverbs Ending in “ly™

Lind Wihat  ([a-2JlyN[*32," ... \NV])

48a) Reflexive Pronouns vs. Nominative and Objective Pronouns
48b) Capitalized Objective Case Pronouns

i )

49a) sive Voice
49 s Past Perfect
19 ord in Sentence = "had” or “was”

Z)(a-z}{1,15}=N*32)([hw]alds])
1d Word in Sentence = "seemed” or “appeared”

~ream(3,5jed)

Eind Wiat - (*13N[FANBY][onuretd{2,2))(*32) st in book]
33d) Targeting More Objectionable Paragraph Starters (misc.) Eammpia 7 GO
34) Targeting Chapter Openings with Vartations of Search #33 Find What ["\N*320r)
35) Targeting Openings Following a Hiatus: Variations of Search #33
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