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Preface to the 2011 Edition 

 
This new edition of the Sensing family genealogy, published in 2011 and re-
titled as The Sensing, Saintsing, and Sansing Family, adds more than 260 pages to 
the previous 336-page edition: The Sensing Family 1705 to Present, chronicled 
by Mamie Crues Davidson and printed in the mid-1990s. 
 
New material that has been gathered and assembled by Pat K. Sensing and his 
son Pat II includes updates to the earlier volume, many new photographs, and 
numerous historical documents. Throughout the preparation of this volume, 
advances of technology, such as the Internet, enabled a much wider exchange of 
information than was possible with the tools available in the mid-1990s. As 
more branches of the family were revealed through this expanded sharing of 
knowledge, the interconnections to and significance of the Sansing and 
Saintsing lines was established, hence the renaming of the book to its present 
title, The Sensing, Saintsing, and Sansing Family. 
 
State-of-the-art image processing software has been used to restore and 
enhance, as much as possible, the images and text throughout. One example of 
such is the removal of the dot-screen effect prevalent on photographs 
accompanying the many newspaper clippings reproduced herein. 
 
This new 2011 edition is divided into five large parts. 
 
PART ONE consists of the previous edition in its entirety, complete with 
historical documents and photographs on unnumbered pages interspersed 
among its consecutively numbered pages and their three separate un-numbered 
indexes. The subsections of the earlier edition are detailed on page 5. 
 
PART TWO: “The Next Chapter” begins with 100 pages of genealogical data 
traced from Killian Sensing (b. January 1, 1596) through the eighteenth century.  
This is followed by an account of the James and Margaret Sensing family 
commencing in the 1740s; an account of Peter Sensing, including Saintsing 
lines, also beginning around that time (mid-1700s); the Sansing family lines of 



family lines of Pat K. Sensing; and the descendant of James Sensing. A “More 
on the Families” subsection concludes this part with articles about John 
Sensing, John Sensing and John Ford, and the James Richard Sensing and the 
Sara Emma Underhill Sensing family retrieved from The Heritage of Dickson 
County, Tennessee 1803-2006 (See the “Suggested Reading” section at the end 
of the book for more information about this reference). 
 
PART THREE contains many family group sheets and/or descendant lists, as 
well as other important information originating from Archibald Sensing, Archie 
Benton Sensing (Civil War), John S. Ford, William James Ford and Rebekah 
Anderson Sensing Ford, George Washington Sensing (1829), James Henry 
George Washington Sensing (1855), and William Harrison Sensing. This 
section concludes with “A Brief History of Dickson County.” 
 
PART FOUR focuses exclusively on the Carey Fred Underhill and Sallie Onie 
Bell Sensing Underhill family, of which many photographs may be found in the 
“Photographs” section beginning on page 565. 
 
PART FIVE is comprised of four subsections: miscellaneous family 
information from the Internet; information about DNA projects concerned 
with the Saintsing, Sansing, and Sensing surnames; almost two dozen pages of 
photographs; and a suggested reading bibliography. 
 
 
 
Important Notes About Page Numbers:  
 
To differentiate the page numbers of this edition from those of earlier editions, 
page numbers pertaining to this edition in its entirety are centered at the top of 
each page in the format “Page #” (each number is preceded by the word “Page.”  
 
In PART ONE, page numbers from the previous edition are to be found at the 
bottom of pages in the format  “– # –“ (each number is enclosed by dashes). 
Intervening photographs, documents, and the aforementioned three un-
numbered indexes often break this numbering. These page numbers have been 
retained for two reasons: 1) to allow efficient communication between people 
who might possess different editions; and 2) because they are referenced in the 
text of the previous edition. 
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